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08.40 WELCOME 

Ufi Ibrahim, CEO, Energy & Environment Alliance

08.45 ESG 2.0

Dr Marc Lepere, Co-Founder & Chief Science Officer, ESGgen Ltd 

& Lead in ESG & Sustainability, Executive Education, King’s Business School

08.55 ESG, HOTELS AND THE FUTURE OF PLANNING LAWS

Bryan Oknyansky, AIA, Senior Designer, StudioMoren

Shravan Joshi MBE, Chairman, Planning & Transportation Committee, City  of London

09.20 KEY GLOBAL ECONOMIC TRENDS AND IMPLICATIONS FOR HOSPITALITY INVESTMENT

James Pomeroy, Global Economist, HSBC

09.40 CAPITAL FUNDS IN TRANSITION

Laura Ulrich, Vice President, Investments, Renewable Power & Transition, Brookfield 
Asset Management 

Ed Birkin, Founder and CEO Ignite Economics



10.05 EVOLUTION OF THE GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY ACCOUNTING STANDARDS

Janine Guillot, Former CEO, SASB and Special Advisor ISSB

10.40 NATURAL CAPITAL, BIODIVERSITY & FOOD: CONSEQUENCES FOR HOSPITALITY  

Sue Pritchard, CEO, Food Farming & Countryside Commission

11.00 COFFEE & REFRESHMENTS

11.20 REGULATORY HORIZON FOR HOTELS & APART HOTELS

Ben Chivers, Partner, Technology & Commercial Transactions, Travers Smith

11.30 POLITICAL DRIVERS AND AMBITIONS

Lord Robin Teverson, Environment Spokesperson, House of Lords

11.50 ESG: MEASURING THE SOCIAL IMPACT OF HOTELS

Alice Strevens, Associate Director Human Rights and Social Impact, Mazars  

& Chair, EEA Social Impact Committee



12.00 HOSPITALITY ESG INVESTMENT 

Dr Sabine Schaffer, C-Founder & CEO Europe, ProInvest Group

Franck Bermond, Vice President Construction & ESG Referent, AccorInvest

Caroline Tiveus, Senior Vice President, Director of Sustainable Business, Pandox

Ben Patton,  Head of Real Estate Debt, Federated Hermes Limited

Moderator: Rekha Toora, Senior Vice President - EMEA Capital Markets, Hotels

& Hospitality Group,  JLL & Chair, EEA Capital Markets Committee 

12.40 LUNCH AND NETWORKING

13.15 ENERGY MARKETS: A EUROPEAN VIEW

David Ford, Director, Businesswise Solutions

13.25 SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: EVC GRANT WINNER

Presented by  Paul George, Commercial Manager, EV & Infrastructure, DRAX

13.35 SPECIAL ADDRESS: DATA, SCIENCE & TECHNICAL STANDARDS FOR HOTELS

Gillian Charlesworth, CEO, BRE



14.00 ESG & THE FUTURE OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS

Chris Evans, Partner, Hamilton Pyramid Europe

David Kellett, Managing Director, Head of Alternative Investments, Europe, Invesco

Asli Kutlucan, Chief Development Officer, Cycas Hospitality

Hadrian Beltrametti Walker, EVP & General Counsel, Kempinski Hotels S.A

Moderator: Karen Friebe, Head of International Hotels & Hospitality, Bird & Bird LLP

14.35 HOTELS AND CIRCULARITY 

Nico Schouten, Built Environment Team Lead, Metabolic

15.00 COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS

15.20 HOTELS & ESG IN PRACTICE

Soraiya Salemohamed, Sustainable Property Development & Operations, 4C Group

Catherine Dolton, Chief Sustainability Officer, IHG

Adam Dawson, Sustainability Manager, LaSalle

Tim Wheeldon, Managing Director, Zeal Hotels 

Moderator: Dr Asif Din, Sustainability Director, Perkins&Will



16.00 GREEN CONSTRUCTION OF HOTELS

Luke Baines, Partner, Addleshaw Goddard LLP

Josh Gibbons, Construction Managing Associate, Addleshaw Goddard LLP

16.10 LOOKING AHEAD

Tiffany Kelly, Founder, Beyond Bamboo

Global Youth Award Winners

16.40 NEXT STEPS

Dr Marc Lepere, Co-Founder & Chief Science Officer, ESGgen Ltd 

& Lead in ESG & Sustainability, Executive Education, King’s Business School

17.00 CLOSE



OUR SPEAKERS 

In order of appearance



Ufi Ibrahim, CEO, Energy and Environment Alliance (EEA)

EEA is the not-for-profit coalition of investors and asset managers, 
transitioning the hospitality industry to Net Zero Carbon and 
Environmental, Social and Governance stewardship in a scientifically 
robust and commercially sustainable way.  Previously, as CEO of the 
British Hospitality Association (BHA) 2010 to 2018, Ufi reshaped and 
reformed the organisation from the ground up, leading the BHA merger 
with the Association of Licensed Multiple Retailers, creating UK 
Hospitality to wield powerful commercial and political influence. At the 
World Travel & Tourism Council, where Ufi was COO between 2000 and 
2010, she supervised the formulation of the International 
Competitiveness Monitor for Travel and Tourism - a benchmark for policy 
makers - now operated by the World Economic Forum. Under the 
auspices of the WTTC and UNFCCC in 2009 Ufi led the industry’s first 
global commitment to cut carbon emissions by 50% by 2035. Ufi is also a 
Board Member and Commissioner of the Food Farming and Countryside 
Commission, overseeing executive and legislative issues affecting the 
future of food, farming and the countryside. 



Dr Marc Lepere, Co-Founder & Chief Science Officer, ESGgen Ltd & Lead 
in ESG & Sustainability, Executive Education, King’s Business School

Marc leads King’s Business School’s ESG and Sustainability executive 
education. Marc has a PhD in Political Economy from King’s College 
London. He is a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy and serves as a 
visiting lecturer at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. 
He is an Economics graduate of Trinity College, Dublin and holds a Master 
of Science degree from King’s. Marc has published in leading journals 
including Stanford Social Innovation Review, the Financial Times and 
Discovering Truth (series 1) which was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. 
Professionally, he has been an employee, entrepreneur and social 
entrepreneur. He is founder of ESGgen.com, an online platform that 
makes it easy and affordable for SMEs to get ESG data and reports 
prepared by accountants, just like financial data. Marc has served as Chief 
Marketing Officer for Havas Worldwide; Executive Vice President for 
McCann Erickson WorldGroup and Deputy Chairman of Dentsu in Europe, 
Middle East and Africa. 



Bryan Oknyansky , AIA, Sustainability Champion, Studio Moren

A Los Angeles native, Bryan Oknyansky is an architect who moved to London in 2009 to study at 

the Architectural Association, and has since embarked on a career path embracing architecture, 

design and technology. This combination of expertise enabled Bryan to broaden his disciplinary 

boundaries to work in fields including architecture, product design and academia at schools 

including the Royal College of Art and the London College of Fashion. Since 2019, Bryan has 

worked at Studio Moren and is a senior designer leading the planning and design process for a 

range of residential, hotel and aparthotel projects across the UK. He specialises in leading 

clients, stakeholders and design teams in incorporating design and building technology 

innovations to deliver projects that meet present and future commercial and sustainability 

briefs. With his extensive experience in digital design practice, and having become a Certified 

Passivhaus Designer in 2022, Bryan supports Studio Moren’s constant growth in the fields of 

sustainability and technology. Bryan brings a wide range of sector expertise covering residential, 

hospitality, mixed-use, high-rise and masterplan developments, in addition to a CV that includes 

lecturing at design schools around the world and product design. Bryan is currently leading the 

design of a hotel redevelopment scheme including refurbishment and new build in London. 

Bryan is an experienced and travelled speaker and moderator with a good sense of humour 

who has appeared in a variety of publications and media features, including on the BBC.



Shravan Joshi MBE, Chairman of the Planning & Transportation 

Committee,  City of London

Shravan Joshi has served since 2018 as an elected member at the City 

Corporation and has held various positions including Deputy Chairman of 

the Licensing Committee, Deputy Chairman of the Streets and Walkways 

Sub-Committee & Deputy Chairman of the Property Investment Board.

Shravan is presently the Policy Lead for High Growth Markets for the City of 

London Corporation. He is Chairman of Planning & Transportation 

Committee and a Member of the Policy and Resources Committee.

Shravan started his career in investment banking but moved to the energy 

sector in 1999. He specialised in trade structuring and supply chain 

contracts into Central Asia, Eastern Europe, the Far East and North America. 

He has worked with several new energy technology companies, and he 

advises and consults on commercialisation of new innovations and 

solutions.



James Pomeroy, Global Economist, HSBC

James is a global economist at HSBC. He joined the Economics team in 2013 

and much of his work focuses on longer-term trends and themes, and the 

impact that they have on the economy and policy decisions today. Much of his 

work is focused on demographic data and trends, which extends to consumer 

trends, urbanisation and technology adoption. 



Laura Ulrich, Vice President Renewable Power and Transition Group, 

Brookfield

Laura-Elisa Ulrich is responsible for deal origination, due diligence and portfolio 

management. Prior to this role, Ms. Ulrich was a Senior Associate in 

Brookfield’s Private Equity team. In this role, she focused on sourcing and 

executing investments across the industrial and business services sectors. This 

experience provided her with a deep understanding of operational processes 

as well as the decarbonization needs of large, industrial players across Europe. 

During this time, Ms. Ulrich executed the acquisition of Schoeller Allibert, a 

manufacturer of circular economy solutions. Prior to joining Brookfield in 2017, 

Ms. Ulrich worked at Evercore as an Investment Banking Analyst. Ms. Ulrich 

earned a Master of Science degree from Stockholm School of Economics and a 

Bachelor of Science degree from Maastricht University. She is fluent in English, 

German and Spanish.



Ed Birkin, Founder and Director, Ignite Economics and Economic Adviser to 

the Energy and Environment Alliance

Ed Birkin is a Director of Ignite Economics, an independent research and 
economics consultancy focusing on the hospitality and leisure sectors.
Prior to this, Ed spent a decade in Investment Banking, and left the City as a 
Director in Credit Suisse’s Equity Research business, with a specialist focus on 
the Leisure & Travel sector.



Janine Guillot, Special Advisor to the Chair of the International Sustainability Standards 
Board (ISSB) 

Janine Guillot is Special Advisor to the Chair of the International Sustainability Standards 
Board (ISSB), where she provides strategic counsel to the ISSB Chair and IFRS Foundation 
Trustees, focused on the establishment of the ISSB and the consolidation of the Value 
Reporting Foundation into the IFRS Foundation. 

Prior, Janine was Chief Executive Officer of the Value Reporting Foundation (formerly the 
SASB Foundation) and led SASB and the International Integrated Reporting Council (IIRC) 
into the VRF, and the merger of the VRF into the IFRS Foundation. These mergers were 
major steps in simplifying the global sustainability disclosure landscape. She is a leader in 
the global effort to establish and build support for the ISSB. 

Janine has a distinguished career in financial services. Prior to joining SASB, she served as 
Chief Operating Investment Officer for the California Public Employees’ Retirement System 
(CalPERS), where her responsibilities included oversight of CalPERS ESG integration and 
corporate governance programs. Prior to CalPERS, Janine held senior leadership positions 
at Barclays Global Investors (BGI) and Bank of America, including serving as Chief Operating 
Officer of BGI’s European and Global Fixed Income businesses. 

A graduate of Southern Methodist University (SMU), Janine began her career as a technical 
accountant and auditor with Ernst & Young. In recognition for her leadership at the 
intersection of sustainability, accounting and finance, Janine was selected as a 2020 and 
2021 NACD Directorship 100 Honoree and named to the 2020 Business Insider's 100 
People Transforming Business list. 



Sue Pritchard, Chief Executive, Food Farming & Countryside Commission

Sue leads the Food, Farming & Countryside Commission in its 

mission to bring people together to act on the climate, nature and 

health crises, through fairer and more sustainable food systems, and 

a just transition for rural communities and the countryside. Sue’s 

background is in combined research and practice in leadership and 

organisation development for systems change, working with leaders 

across public, private and not for profit organisations, especially on 

complex partnership projects. She is a Trustee of CoFarm Foundation 

and is an independent Governor at Royal Agricultural University. 

Living on an organic farm in Wales, Sue and her family raise livestock 

and farm for conservation.



Ben Chivers, Partner, Travers Smith LLP

Ben is a partner in the Technology & Commercial Transactions

Department at Travers Smith LLP and leads the firm's Leisure and

Hospitality Group. He has a broad legal practice, specialising in high-

value and complex commercial contracts, often with an international

dimension and commercial and trading law more generally. He

regularly advises on management and franchising arrangements in

the hotel and wider leisure and hospitality sector.

Travers Smith is a full service international law firm based in London.

The firm acts for publicly listed and private companies, financial

institutions, institutional investors, managers and sponsors on UK and

international mandates across a range of industry sectors. The firm

prides itself on providing thought leadership in a number of areas

that are critical to clients' businesses, including ESG.



Lord Robin Teverson, Baron Teverson

Lord Teverson was made a Peer in 2006 and he is the Liberal Democrat 
Lords Spokesperson on Energy Security & Net Zero Carbon. He has 
chaired both the House of Lords EU Environment Committee and the 
Energy and Climate Change Committee. Lord Teverson started his 
career in the freight industry. At the 1994 European Parliament 
election, Lord Teverson was elected Member of the European 
Parliament (MEP) for Cornwall and West Plymouth. After leaving the 
European Parliament in 1999, Robin led two United Kingdom South-
West based venture capital funds.



Alice Strevens, Associate Director for Human Rights and Social Impact,  Mazars 

and Chair, Social Impact Committee, Energy  & Environment. Alliance 

Alice has 11 years experience developing and implementing strategies to improve 

labour standards and human rights in global value chains. In her role as Head of 

Ethical Trade at ASOS she delivered ambitious and transparent due diligence 

programmes aligned to the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights 

(UNGPs) and OECD Due Diligence Guidelines. Alice has worked both in-house and 

in consultancy in fashion, consumer goods, hospitality and real estate sectors. 

Alice provides consultancy to companies on how to embed respect for human rights 

and build meaningful programmes to mitigate and remedy potential and actual human 

rights impacts. She also has extensive experience in communicating and reporting on 

human rights programmes taking into account the needs of a range of stakeholders 

including government, civil society, trade unions and affected rights holders. 

Alice has been a board member of various multi-stakeholder initiatives including 

Action, Collaboration, Transformation, aimed at achieving living wages in the garment 

and textile industry through collective bargaining and responsible purchasing 

practices. She is now Chair of the Energy and Environment Alliance Social Impact 

Committee, developing measurement criteria for BREEAM-in-Use in the hospitality 

sector.



Dr Sabine Schaeffer, Co-Founder & CEO (Europe), Pro-invest Group.

Since its inception, Sabine was instrumental in establishing Pro-invest as one of the 
leading integrated real estate platforms within Australasia, covering all aspects of 
development, asset management as well as day-to-day operations. The Group 
currently manages in excess of 2 billion AuM across the hospitality and commercial 
assets in the form of closed-ended funds, managed accounts as well as co-
investment programs. One of the biggest achievements is the positioning of Pro-
invest as a leader when it comes to ESG proven by the fact that all the assets within 
the Pro-invest estate to date are achieving some of the highest environment ratings 
( including the very first carbon-neutral hotel according to NABERS ratings).

Sabine’s career started more than 25 years ago and spans from looking after Private 
Equity investments at 3i into retail schemes, working on high-profile projects with 
McKinsey & Company focusing on Finance and Public Affairs in Europe to working as 
Director of Investments at a GCC-based Private Equity firm responsible for setting up 
and managing Private Equity Funds and sourcing co-investment opportunities across 
the region. Sabine focused on Real Estate and established a Real Estate 
Development Fund in the GCC for newly built office buildings. Sabine holds a 
Master’s degree from Harvard University as well as PhD in Economics from Leopold 
Franzens University, Innsbruck, Austria.



Caroline Tiveus, SVP, Director of Sustainable Business

Caroline is a member of the Executive Management team with 
responsibility for the entire ESG area in Pandox, which involves 158 hotel 
properties in Europe. Under her leadership Science Based Targets has 
been sent in for review in June, two green investments programs have 
been rolled out successfully, the first green agreement is in the pipeline, 
green executive incentives has been implemented and 12 of the 
properties within own operation is now BREAAM certified at level Very 
Good. 

She previously held various communications management including 
Investor Relations and Communications Manager at listed Nordic 
companies.

Caroline holds Bachelors Degrees in accounting and finance from the 
University of Lund.

Caroline is also a member of the Energy & Environment Alliance Technical 
Committee, working on the development of scientifically robust and 
commercially sustainable ESG standards for the global hospitality 
industry. 



Franck Bermond, Vice President Construction & ESG Referent

Franck is a graduate of the French engineering school "Ecole Nationale Supérieure 
des Arts et Métiers" and has been working in the construction industry since 1990. 
He spent 14 years working as a contractor in various companies within the VINCI 
group, followed by 14 years at Accor, and now 5 years at AccorInvest. During his 
career, he has invested a total of 18 years working abroad, primarily in Russia and CIS 
countries.

His experience in the hotel industry began in 2001, when he served as the Design & 
Construction Director for a large combo hotel in London.

At AccorInvest, he is responsible for the Technical & Construction department, as 
well as serving as the ESG Referent for the company. By fulfilling both roles, he is able 
to gain a comprehensive perspective on the ambitious challenges we are committed 
to tackling in order to make a positive impact on both environmental and social 
issues.



Rekha Toora, Senior Vice President - EMEA Capital Markets at JLL's Hotels and 
Hospitality Group & Chair, Energy & Environment Alliance Capital Markets 
Committee

Rekha advises investors and asset owners in the hospitality segment across 
EMEA. In her career to date, Rekha has worked across the capital stack on both 
the debt and equity side. Rekha is passionate about sustainability in the built 
environment and actively engages in strategic discussions and knowledge-share 
industry-wide.

Prior to joining JLL, Rekha was CIO of Qbic hotels, a sustainable hotel chain 
owned by Cerberus Capital, where she was responsible for sourcing and 
executing development conversions across Europe. Prior to Qbic, Rekha worked 
at Aprirose, where she was responsible for structuring and executing 
transactions across the real estate spectrum including hotels, offices, residential 
and retail. Rekha's career began in debt finance at Investec Bank in 2003 where 
she covered commercial real estate transactions in the UK and EMEA. Rekha 
has lived in a number of countries including Singapore, France, Greece and 
Spain.



Ben Patton, Head of Real Estate Debt, Federated Hermes

Ben Patton joined Federated Hermes in April 2015 and is Head of Real Estate 
Debt. He is responsible for the origination, structuring, execution and 
ongoing portfolio management of loans for the Real Estate Debt platform.
Previously, Mr Patton spent eight years working in the Barclays Real Estate 
team within Barclays Corporate Bank, covering a number of roles across loan 
origination, credit structuring and deal execution within the corporate real 
estate market. This included transactions across both the investment and 
development markets and specialist subsectors including PRS, Healthcare 
and the leisure sector. Ben has a BSc in Management Studies from the 
University of Leeds.



David Ford - Director of Energy Markets

With over 10 years experience trading energy on the wholesale markets at 
places like EDF, Shell and now Businesswise Solutions, David has had more 
than his fair share of exposure to the volatile world of energy. His unique 
insight bridges the gap between the technical detail of the marker insider, 
with the time sensitive attention of a hotel manager. Having developed 
the in house energy management platform used by hundreds of major 
businesses across the UK, David is perfectly placed to provide help and 
support to those in the hospitality sector when it comes to developing an 
energy buying and management strategy that both satisfies the bottom 
line for the financial manager with the procurement vision of the CEO.



Paul George- Commercial Manager  EV & Infrastructure, Drax

10+ years’ experience in supporting large industrial & commercial 
energy users across Europe to achieve their Energy & Sustainability 
objectives.

Currently focused on supporting UK businesses develop & execute 
‘EV charging infrastructure/Fleet Electrification’ deployment 
strategies.



Gillian Charlesworth, CEO, BRE

As BRE Group’s Chief Executive, Gillian is responsible for the 
organisation’s strategy, culture and performance. She is passionate about 
the importance and potential of the built environment in supporting 
sustainable, vibrant and productive life on the planet. She aims to be a 
responsible leader, choosing to work in purpose-led organisations, and 
has held roles in the UK civil service and various professional bodies.

Listed in Kind Leadership 50 Leading Lights UK 
2018 https://www.kindnessrules.co.uk/, Gillian believes that leading 
with kindness – by which she means respect, honesty, empathy, 
inclusivity and fairness – motivates people to do their best every day and 
strive for results, producing long-term success for both organisations and 
individuals. In addition to leading BRE, she mentors a wide range of 
women in the construction and property sector, as her contribution to 
achieving a more diverse – and therefore successful – industry.

https://www.kindnessrules.co.uk/


Asli Kutlucan – Chief Development Officer, Cycas Hospitality

Asli has worked in global hospitality across four continents for over 25 

years. Since 2011 has been responsible for growing the Cycas 

portfolio to more than 45 hotels across 12 countries, including 

overseeing the hotel construction and openings. Before Cycas, Asli 

was a hospitality and entrepreneurship lecturer in Rwanda, where 

she also developed and opened the country’s first boutique hotel. As 

a member of the Rwanda Development Board, she helped the 

governmental think tank modernize and maximise tourism. Asli was 

part of the US management team at luxury boutique hotel Vanderbilt 

Hall in Rhode Island. In the UK she was general manager across 

several London properties and also developed and managed two 

country house hotels in Warwickshire. She also held tenures various 

managerial roles in resort hotels in Turkey. Asli blends hands-on 

hospitality experience with a Harvard University Real Estate 

Management education, a Finance MBA from Liverpool University. 



David Kellett, Managing Director, Head of Alternative Investments, 
Europe, Invesco

David Kellett is a Managing Director and head of Alternative Investments at 
Invesco Real Estate, and a member of the European Management Committee.

David leads a pan-European team of investment professionals that work closely 
with Invesco Real Estate’s country-led investment teams and are specifically 
focused on the hotel, living, other alternative real estate sectors and multi-
dimensional investing.

David began his investment career in 1999 and joined Invesco Real Estate in 
2018 from InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) where he held senior roles 
including head of investor relations and head of development in Europe. Prior to 
IHG, David worked in investment banking at JP Morgan, Merrill Lynch and an 
independent boutique. David has 24 years of transaction and investment 
experience, which has focused on real estate, hospitality and leisure sectors for 
the last 19 years.

David earned a degree in Chemistry from the University of Oxford. He is based in 
London.



Karen Friebe, Partner, Bird & Bird LLP

Karen Friebe is a London-based partner in Bird & Bird's international Real Estate Group 
with many years' experience in real estate transactions. Karen also leads Bird & Bird’s 
international Hotels, Hospitality and Leisure team, specialising in the acquisition, 
development and disposal of all types of hotels, from budget to luxury and in the 
negotiation of hotel management agreements. Working with her skilled global team, 
Karen buys, sells and develops hotels. Karen also negotiates hotel management 
agreements and in recent years has concluded a number of high profile M&A 
transactions and hotel management agreements in the UK and globally.

Karen is listed in the Legal Directories as an expert in the Hotels and Leisure sector and 
she is a regular panellist at industry conferences such as the International Hotel 
Investment Forum (IHIF). Karen has a strong interest in ESG and has worked with the 
Energy Environment Alliance and Kempinski Hotels on a survey launched in March 2023 
to gauge the hotel industry’s current level of investment in ESG issues and how best to 
incorporate ESG provisions into hotel management agreements.

Karen is one of the founder members of Real Estate Balance, which works to address the 
gender imbalance in the real estate sector. She is also a member of Questex Hospitality's 
Diversity and Inclusion Council and is on the Senior Advisory Board of Women in 
Hospitality Global (WiHG), a global not-for-profit and best-in-class community who 
believe that by collaborating, we can have greater impact in creating a hospitality 
industry which is more diverse and inclusive.



Hadrian Beltrametti-Walker, EVP & General Counsel, Kempinski Hotels S.A

Hadrian is responsible for the Legal Department of the Kempinski corporate group globally.
He advises executives, senior management and the Management Board on a wide range of
legal and compliance matters, and acts as the key lawyer/legal advisor on all significant
business transactions. Hadrian oversees and carries out company secretariat, including
advice to the Supervisory Board / Board of Directors, directorships, and organisation of board
and committee meetings. In addition, he contributes to the company’s reputation,
compliance and corporate governance efforts.

Hadrian joined Kempinski in 2012, and soon thereafter took over the management of the in-
house Legal Department, establishing it as a key business partner. Prior to joining Kempinski
Hotels, Hadrian worked in the in-house Legal Department of Hilton Hotels where he gained
valuable experience in real-estate and hotel operating agreements. A British national,
Hadrian holds a LLB in English and European Laws (Hons) from the University of Essex, a LLM
in European Business Law (Hons) from the Pallas Consortium of Universities, and the LPC
from the College of Law London (Moorgate). Hadrian qualified as a Chartered Legal Executive
Lawyer in 2012, and was admitted as a Solicitor in 2017. With a true passion for luxury,
hospitality and sustainability, Hadrian also chairs the Kempinski group's Sustainability
Committee. Additionally, Hadrian is on the Advisory Board of the Luxury Law Alliance, and is
a member of the Energy and Environment Alliance's General Counsels Committee.



Chris Evans, Partner, Hamilton Pyramid Europe

Chris’s primary strengths are in the acquisition and development of hotels and hotel 
companies and in the planning and management of corporate hotel development efforts. 
As a seasoned adviser to the sector, Chris is able to draw on many years of accumulated 
knowledge of best practice in the industry. Chris’s career in the hotel industry began in 
1979 with what was to be a seven-year spell with Pannell Kerr Forster. During that time 
Chris undertook market demand and financial feasibility studies and valuations in locations 
throughout Europe, the Middle East, Africa, the Caribbean, Latin America, the United 
States and China.

From 1985 to 1989 Chris was Director of Development for Europe for the Marriott 
Corporation where he oversaw much of Marriott’s early growth in Europe. In 1989 Chris 
assumed responsibility for the growth of Holiday Inn Worldwide in Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa, where he held the post of Vice President for Development for that territory. In 
1995 Arthur Andersen appointed Chris Corporate Finance Director with specific 
responsibility for the Hospitality and Leisure Sector. In 1998 Chris re-entered corporate life 
and joined Starwood Hotels and Resorts Worldwide, Inc. as Vice President of Acquisitions 
Development for Europe, Africa and the Middle East. During this time Chris closed a large 
number of hotel transactions – many of them located in the Iberian Peninsula. In 2002 
Chris, who is fluent in Spanish, moved to Spain where he is focusing his efforts on asset 
management and acquisitions and development activity in the hotel sector in that country. 
He currently divides his time between Spain and the UK.



Nico Schouten, Lead Built Environment, Metabolic

Nico joins Metabolic as the team lead of the Built Environment team.
He focuses on the implementation of circular principles and systems-
thinking in building projects. He works with architects to create clear
frameworks on how to design and realise the circular buildings of the
future.

Nico has worked on a wide range of building projects, focused on
urban natural ecologies, waste systems, renewable energy, and happy
and healthy communities in different geographies. His background as
an architect, coupled with his experience in collaborative urban
design processes and systems thinking, allows him to integrate
knowledge of ecological impacts with creative solutions that engage
novel technologies and are sensitive to social issues.



Asif Din, Sustainability Director, Perkins&Will

As Sustainability Director at Perkins&Will, Asif has raised the profile 
of carbon proficiency in the practice which includes a costed Zero 
Carbon Report at the end of concept design for all projects. He has 
also been involved in expanding the sustainability remit within 
designs as part of the 'Living Design' initiative.

He has over 20 years' experience in delivering Zero Carbon design 
projects. Notably BedZED and Jubilee Wharf in Penryn, Cornwall. He 
has worked in the UK and abroad in China and the Middle East. He 
has a PhD in Life Cycle design of buildings from Cass School of Art and 
Design at LMU.



Soraiya Salemohamed, Sustainability Manager 4C Group

Soraiya leads sustainability at the 4C Group - a leading hotel and property 
development group.

Taking the lead on driving the group’s mission in being an organisation 
that operates sustainably, delights its guests and investors, Soraiya is 
passionate about achieving this whilst delivering a positive environmental 
and social impact for the local communities the group operates within.
Her passion for sustainability and social impact is driven by her 
background in data science, urban farming and planning, which she 
leverages to create impactful and measurable sustainability solutions.

Soraiya also volunteers for the Aga Khan Centre at Kings Cross. A 
dedicated space for education, knowledge, cultural exchange and insight 
into Muslim civilisations.



Catherine Dolton, Chief Sustainability Officer, IHG Hotels & Resorts

Catherine Dolton is Chief Sustainability Officer at IHG Hotels & Resorts. She was 
responsible for developing the company’s Journey to Tomorrow 2030 responsible 
business strategy and leads its execution across all IHG’s 6,000 plus hotels 
globally. Her team is also responsible for all the company’s ESG reporting and 
engagement activities. Prior to this role, Catherine was IHG’s Global Head of 
Investor Relations, leading all activities and communications with institutional 
investors and sellside analysts.

Catherine is Treasurer of the Sustainable Hospitality Alliance and a member of 
the Business in the Community Global Goals Leadership Team. She has an MA in 
Natural Sciences from the University of Cambridge and is a member of the 
Institute of Chartered Accounts of England and Wales



Adam Dawson, Sustainability Manager, La Salle

Adam Dawson is a Sustainability Manager for LaSalle, Europe. Adam has oversight for 
developing and implementing service lines, operational processes and initiatives 
related to Sustainability across the portfolio. Adam works closely with all business lines 
to develop systems appropriately to each, as well as identifying training and resources 
for each team to use to deliver our Sustainability objectives. Adam has oversight of 
Client reporting on Sustainability in the UK, advising business lines on regulatory 
requirements, our approach to Sustainability as a business, and the objectives we set 
at Asset, Fund and House levels. As part of the Global Sustainability Committee, Adam 
works closely across global regions to share best practices, develop strategy and 
provide expert advice.

Adam brings more than 15 years’ experience in the real estate and global sustainable 
development sectors to LaSalle. Adam has worked for Drivers Jonas (now Deloitte’s 
Real Estate advisory team), AECOM and Essentia advising clients on Sustainability, 
Project and Programme Management. Prior to joining LaSalle Adam was the interim 
Head of Operations for Reall, a UK-based non-profit fund, with oversight for the 
Affordable Housing and Infrastructure programme in four countries. 

Adam graduated from The University of Edinburgh with a Masters in Civil & 
Environmental Engineering, The College of Estate Management with a Diploma in 
Building Surveying, and Oxford Brookes University with a Masters in Development & 
Emergency Practice.



Tim Wheeldon, Managing Director, Zeal Hotels

Tim has been involved in the hotel industry for over 40 years and set up Zeal 
Hotels in 2012. The brief for Zeal Hotels is to acquire strategic sites, develop 
hotels and maintain ownership of the assets. Zeal Hotels opened the Holiday Inn 
Express, Bridgwater in 2019 and the Ibis Hotel, Bridgwater in 2021.

Tim’s vision of developing a highly sustainable hotel goes back over 14 years. 
Following hearing about how the public sector was focusing on sustainable 
construction, Tim started to question why the hotel industry wasn’t following 
suit. Further research revealed more sustainable construction & operation made 
sense & over the last 4 years Team Zeal has been designing a net zero carbon 
hotel. The first net zero carbon Zeal Hotel in scheduled to open at Exeter Science 
Park in 2024. Further hotels are planned & a pipeline is beginning to emerge for 
additional Zeal Hotels. Complying with the ESG goals & requirements is a huge 
challenge & Team Zeal have completely bought into this ongoing process. Tim 
also serves on the Energy & Environment Alliance Advisory Board. 



Luke Baines, Partner, Addleshaw Goddard LLP

Luke is a partner and head of the Hotels Sector at international law 
firm Addleshaw Goddard LLP. He is a construction law specialist and 
has acted on the development, refurbishment, financing and sale of 
numerous hotels for developers, owners and funders. Luke is also a 
founding member of the EEA's Legal Committee.



Josh Gibbons, Managing Associate, Construction Team, Addleshaw
Goddard LLP

Josh is a managing associate in the construction team at Addleshaw
Goddard LLP. He has a particular focus on the hotels and leisure 
sector and has acted on the refinancing and construction of 
numerous hotel assets in the UK. Josh has also been at the forefront 
of the Chancery Lane Project's development of clauses to combat the 
effects of climate change.



Tiffany Kelly, Future Architect and Co-Founder, CEO at Beyond Bamboo Global & 
the Global Youth Awards

Tiffany is Co-Founder and CEO of Beyond Bamboo Global, a next-generation 
sustainability platform focused on sustainable procurement and responsible 
sourcing. Transforming the hospitality industry to one that is more planet-conscious. 
Beyond Bamboo also offers expertise in developing strategies for going beyond 
sustainability and developing responsible leadership for business success.

Tiffany founded the Global Youth Awards in 2012, providing a global platform for 
inspiring young people making a difference in the world. Her team coaches and 
mentors the nominees and winners from 35+ countries, creating future talent that is 
focused on environmental rejuvenation, empowering everyone and educational 
innovation.



Payal Rabadia, Global Youth Award Winner

Payal is a second year university student studying law. She also works part 
time for Beyond Bamboo as a procurement sourcing lead and been with 
them for almost two years now. Over the years, her small passion for 
being sustainably ethical has escalated to a genuine eagerness and drive 
to be as sustainable as possible in every aspect of her life, while also 
encouraging others to do the same. Payal wholeheartedly believes that 
making those small differences does have an effect on our earth and it is 
so incredibly important that we keep doing this.



Abbie Barnes, Global Youth Award Winner

Abbie is an award-winning filmmaker, presenter, mountain leader and the 
founder of Spend More Time in The WILD. Abbie has been making films since she 
was 13 years old and now at the age of 26 she has an unwavering passion for 
tying wellbeing to expeditions and adventures in the natural world. She has 
become internationally renowned for her YouTube Channel that has reached 
nearly 9 million people and is on a life-long mission to empower people to get 
outside for the benefit of mental and physical health, whilst also giving back to 
nature to leave the planet in a better place than when we arrived.



Ishaan Shah, Global Youth Award Winner

Ishaan Shah is the 19-year-old Co-Founder of Stolen Dreams, and Co-Founder of 
the Youth for Freedom collective, two international youth-led collectives working 
with stakeholders to counter contemporary forms of slavery and trafficking in 
persons through education, advocacy, and policy. Ishaan is the United Kingdom’s 
Youth Representative to the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women, the first 
Youth Focal Point for the Review and Implementation of the UN Convention 
Against Transnational Organized Crime with the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), a UN Women National Gender Youth Advocate, the UN MGCY’s 
Migration Youth and Children’s Platform (MYCP) Trafficking in Persons Specialist, 
a Youth Representative on the UN Network on Migration’s Civil Society Action 
Committee, and a UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) Young Champion. Through this 
work, Ishaan is promoting meaningful youth participation and co-leadership in 
decision-making processes at all levels.



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING

www.eea.international

http://www.eea.international/
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